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ABSTRACT . / 

'fhis bulletin provides infornatien on tvc educational 
disadvantages of language'- ninority perscns in the >Onited states bas#d 
on an analysis of data from the natlonifide iurvey cf Inccie and " 
Education (SIE)^ conducted in the spring of 1916 by the Bureau of the 
Census. Languaqe-mlnority persons nere feund to be educationa^lly 
disadvantaged on tiio key ineasutesi school qrade attainBert for age 
and drop-out rate* SIE findings for perscns of Hiapanic origin who- 
usually speak Spanish s^dw that on these oeasures^ this group is, even 
mora disadvantaged than language*minoiity peisons in the aggregate* 
In addition to sunmaries of .some of the findings^ data ait presented, 
on the percen^ges of students twd or more years behind expected , 
%,ge-qrade levels by ethnic ' origin and langiiage ^characteria^ics and on. 
the numbers and percentages of students age 6 to 20 in grades 1 to 12 
who were below expected ^jrade . levels* Additionally^ numfcers and 
percentages of p^sons 1U to 25 years eld who had not eonpleted four 
years of high schbol and were net currentlfenroll^d are also 
presei^ted. Information is ^Ino presented ct tela ted reports* (SW) ^ ; 



* Beprodiictions supplied by BDRS are^ the be^t that can be made' * 

* - ^ . from the orfglnar docusfnt^ * 
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THE UNITED STATES, 



THE EDUCAT 1/ ri/^.L DISADVANTAGE OF LARGUAGE-MIMORITY IPERSCNS* ,i 
SPRING 19 T 6 ' . ^ 

Young liirisua;U!'-uiinoriLy persona who usually ^psal^ languages othtir t.hR\\ English havci 
boc^n Coun'd to b'.^ educaL ionally disadvantagod on , two key messurGs -^brchcpl ^grade attain^ 
inent: for ^ige , ^and drop-out ratej according to Mafie fi. EldLijdge, Auairjiatri^Lor of th*3 
National Center for Educarion Statiistics (KtEB). This conclusion corn^^n from an analysis 
o£ data Hrom the nationwide Survny of Income and Education (SIE) co^rdnctod in the spring ^ 
u£ 197j6. Additionally 5 SIE findings f&r persons of Hispanic' origin who usXjnJ ly speak 
Spanish show that on these measures , this group is even more disadvantaged than language- 
minority perbons in th^^ aggregate . \(See charts on page 2.) Mrs. Eldridge c^utionbs 
however, that these findings should not be interpreted to mean that predoi'^innnt use of 
a language other cha^i English is the cause of educational disadvantage Causes will ^ 
, need to be determined by further analysis and research. 



Further infonuation on the SIE findings follow: 



PROGRESS IN SCHOOL 
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Persons with language-minor it^ .backgroundsV enrolled in grades S-'IZ, and wlio 
usuall y s peak th ei r native, languages ^ were more than three times as likely 
to he tv?o or more grades felow the grade levels expected for their ages 
as those with English language haclf^rounds . ^ ^ ** ■. 

Persons with Spanish-language backgroiAiHs enrolled in grades 5^12 were about 
twice as likely to be two orniore grades below the grade levels expected 
for >heir ages as were those »with English^language backgrounds. 

The age^grade attainments of persons with language^minority backgrounds who 
usually speak English exceeded, on tlfe average, those of persons who usually . 
speak their native languages. The^percents of those wh9 were two or mpre grades 
below expected levels and were enrolled in grades 9-*12 (where the differencea are 
greatest) are! 9 percent for persons ^ith Enjliih-language backgrounds, 



Persons of^any 
or, if over 14 
whether or not 



agp whose usual or second household language is not English, 
years of age, whose mothc*r tongue is other than Ei|g^llsh, 



u 1 I 



they usually speak Enelish, (See Page 
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CHART l.-Perceotagei of students 2 or more ytars behind^Kpectgd age^rade ieveli by ethnic origin and language. characferUticp.- 
Spring 1976 
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CHART 2.-Percentiges of 14-25 year bids who have dropped out of school, by ethnic group and languagi charaeterjstlc^: 
Spring 1976 . . 
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i Non English^ianguage background other tf^n Hispanic, usually 
speak Ingllsh^ 



Hispanic origin, usually speak English 



r^— ^" _ . ^ ■ /■ 

*Non^ English' language. background other than Hispanic/ usually J. 
speak language other than ingllih * " ,/ . 



15 percent for persons with language*minority backgrounds who ( j*,?}! i 
speak En|lish, and ,32 percent for persons with langUage*minor ity L^^j^ 
grounds who usually speak their native languagea*; k 

. '■ ■■ ^ 

Data shown in Cable 2 suggestJthat significant numbe^ of students are 
not being promoted to the next -grade automatically. Some ^ percent of 
'the total school age population was two *or ra"ore years behind expected 
grade level, and this measure increased from the early grades through 
senior high school for each of the groups studied , *' 
fi . ^ . 

. . ' DROPPING OUT . \ , " 

o \Vhile 10 percent tjf persons Cage 14 to 25) with English^language 
^ backgrounds were high school dropouts, _40 percent of those in this , 
age group with languages-minority bdckgroundsj and who usually speak 
'their native languages, were high school dropouts. 

. o Hispanics who usually speak Spanish dropped out at a higher rate\ 

(45 percent) thin persons in the aggregate of other language m'inprities 
who usually speak their native languages (30 percent) * \ 

o Compared with that of persons with English^^language bacKgroundSs the 
, drop-out rate was '4.5 times as high for Hispanics. who usually speak 
* Spanish and 3 tfimes as high for thoie^ of other language backgrounds 
who usually speak their native languages* ' . .. ^ 

0 The dropout rate for persons with non-English-language baokgrqun,ds who usually 
speak English (12 percent) was dose to thp rate for those with English^ 
language backgrounds (10 percent) , 'but differed substantially from the 
rate for those ^ho usually speak their native languages (40 percent). 

LIMITATION OF THE DATA „ 

The user is cautioned against drawing causal inferences from ^these deseriptive 
findings^ In particular p these data are lapt intended to prove in any sense ihat 
the use of the non=English ' language is thr main cause of relatively low academic ^/ 
progr^y or dropping out- from school. Also, thes e^^a ta do not imply that the use/5f 
fiigTish by language-minority persons "causes" them to progress through schodl ajz nearly 
the same rate as' native English-speaking children do. X 

NCES is investigating several different approaches toward further analysis of the 
interrelationships between language background ^ language usage, and scho^ol progress, 
including f ' ^ ' 

^ Further analysis of the SIE to determine if .the findings ij:t^this Bulletin 
are conaiitent or vary* among the different Hispanic groupt; e.g.j Cubarisp 
Puerto Ricans, etc, - ' ^ ' y 

- Further analysis of the SIE. to determine the ef fect/'of socioeconomic* 
variabj^eB; e*g,j income .level ' / 



Longitudinal surveys that will provide data on the progress 
over time' of specific persons with dif f erentt language bade-- 
grounds and language use. 

SOURC^ OF DATA 

The Survey of Income and Education (SIE) was conducted by the Bureau . 
of the Cbnsus in spring 1976* The^ SIE questions^on language background 
and currGnt usage were developed by" NCES, which provided partial finan^ 
cial support - to augment the SIE sampde and to add the language questions. 

The survey sample^conslsted of .51 iTidependent State samples that 
tptaicd about 160,000 occupied hou^seholds. Personal Interviews were 
completed .in- nearly 95 percent of these households* For methodological 
details about th| SIEj see such reports as "AssessTnent of the Accuracy of 
/6he Survey of Income and Educationj" report to Congress as mandated by 
th^ Education Amendments of 197^^ submitted by the- Secretary of Coiiimerce 
and the Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare, dated January^ 1978, 

RELATED REPORTS 

The SIE provides, for the first time in S * history ^ State 'estimates 
of current language usage as well as language backgrouedSi In parts the ^ 
SIE helps to satisfy a congressional mandate to NCES (P.L* 93^380, 
section lOS) to report the nuriiber of school^age chiLdren and adults with 
non^English-language backgrounds who have ^llmlfied English-speaking ability 
Two companion bulletins are currently in preparation- One will provide 
State-level detail on the numbers .of persons with no' 7 ; jh-- language 
backgrounds; the other will provide national estl- ^ ^rlace of birth * 
and language characteristics of persons of Hispan " c or t|i;;a.. A^ future 
report to the Congress 5, as called for in P.L, 93-^3 10^ 'nfkl pTrovide an 
estimate of the number "of persons' with non-English- ] M'nr, backgrounds 
who have limited English-speaking ^billt>% Other luLurc; li'^iports based on 
SIE data will focus on blacks, the disadvantaged, ana DLt:»^ groiips of 
special concern, , 

Information about NCES work in the subject of this b lilJIetln 'may 
be obtained from Mr. Leslie J. Silverman at (202) 245==339 fr 



I4BLE L,-tabers andiperewtaps of persona U to 25 pats old who had not coipletedl yeiri of high school and 
wire cio£' currently swqlledi/, by'tol'aVethpic origin,, and languags charactiristics; ipring 1916 
■ . [Mhm in thoiisinds) 
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ll M inroUid at any tiae from Fabruary-May 19 J6 

il iMludei an istiMted 151^ 000 persons whois lan|uage kck|rQund is unknown^, k istiiatid 3,000 iiDong thi 
ISljOOO persons an of Hispanic origin; 23j000 ars dropouts. ^ ■ ' , 

'NOTEi^-^Dkails my mt add to total sho^n because of rounding, 

SOOECE,?-Suwsy of Incoffli and Educiion, conducted by the O.S, Burgau of thi Cinius, ipiing 19?6., prilMniiy 
data. The qufistions'on laniuagi ware daveloped by thi iational Cintsr for EdueiEion Statisticij 
. which providid partiir support for thfi SIEi ' " 
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" HKiy noi, auu CO ttitni sniiwn= byisniiHe or fiiumlln ' § ^ ' 

HOipmr^MPVi-y of In|™. nnd Kdi»r.,tlni, imidurt^d- by the O;^. of thv Ctenm^, Npring 1976 



prcllfflihflry dnta, Hip fjiip«Lit»iirf on : =i.l> 



TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT ^' '\ : , 

Npn-^Ehgllsh-lanpuJ^e backgrounds i ^ - ^ 

i~ • Pergons 14 years and over j?ho have: 

A non-English mother tongue or a non^-English language as^ . 
their usual or second current housahold language; 

Children below 14 years of age who havei , 

A non-'English lairguage as ^heir usual or second household 
language * , 

Dropout I Persons 14 to 25 years of age, nd^ a ^igh school graduate, 
and not enrolled in any school from February to May 1976, 

E xpected age for grade level : S&^en years old or younger and in 
first* grade, eight years old or younger and in second 
I grades etc. 

H ispanic or Hispanic Origin ; Persons of Hispanic origin in this r^eport 
^ were determined on the ia#ls of a question Chat asked for 

I selfTid^tif ication of the^person-s origin ot^ deseent* 
\ Respondents were asked to sjelect their origin (or the 
origin Gf some other household meipber) from a "flash card"; 
listing ethnic origins. Persons of Hispanic vorlgin^ in 
particular I were those who Indicafed that their origin 
was MeKican* Poert9,.Rlcan, Cubans Central or South American, 
or aome other Hispanic origin, s 



SURVEY OF .INCOME AND EDUCATION 
APPROXIHATEj./ STANDARD ERRORS OF .ESTIMATED PERCENTAGES / 
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1/ T\iQ standard errors given abnves provided by the Census Bureau^ are based 
on some dlstributiona from the 1970 Census and on some factors derived 
from other soul ;es 5 hot on direct calculations from the sample data. When 

. direct calculatlona are mader it la'' likely that most of 'the standard error 
estimates will be somewhat lower, ^ ^ 
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